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be assigned his proper place in the development
of his country's political history. His own texts
bear no allusion, at times, to his ancestors, and no
hint as to his chronological position. But the
scribes of Nabonidus had lists of kings, now lost,
and were able at once to locate these monarchw
in their proper place. Whether consciously or
not, Nabonidus thus became a patron of letters
and history, and made all his race debtor to him
for his archaeological researches among ruined pal-
aces and temples. Former monarchs who held
possession of Babylon had been eager to have re-
searches pursued into the history of the past, but
only that their own names might be connected
with real or supposed ancestor of renown.1 To
this weakness there is no analogy in Nabonidus.
His inscriptions are burdened more with the names
of gods than of men, and with no hero of the past
does he attempt to connect his own lineage.

These archaeological researches were interesting
to Nabonidus and the scholars of his court, but
they appear to have worked ill for the state. The
king must have given himself to them to the loss
of time, energy, and enthusiasm for the duties of
kingcraft, to which he appears to have given little
heed. He did not reside in Babylon at all, but
at Tema,a probably an insignificant place, with no

1  So, for example, Esarliaddon,   fcJoo above, pp. 3, 4..

2 Pinches (Tmnsactioi^ of the Soairty of Blblfod ArcJueologi/^ vii,

lias most improbably sought to connect the place with a certain 2Vm<z.
See further Ilagen, JBeilrage&ur Asayriologiet ii, p. 23 C, footnote